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Word embeddings have largely been a "success story" in our field. They have enabled progress 

in numerous language processing applications, and have facilitated the application of large-scale 

language analyses in other domains, such as social sciences and humanities.  While less talked 

about, word embeddings also have many shortcomings -- instability, lack of transparency, biases, 

and more. In this talk, I will review the "ups" and "downs" of word embeddings, discuss 

tradeoffs, and chart potential future research directions to address some of the downsides of these 

word representations. 
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