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[bookmark: _GoBack]'In this talk I will discuss the role of contingency and counterfactuals in historical and rational reconstructions of past scientific developments. I will first highlight the importance of contingency for historical reconstructions of past scientific practice. While the contingency of, say, the acceptance of a scientific theory, prima facie licenses counterfactual histories leading to an alternative theory, the articulation of those histories, as I will suggest, is predicated on two conditions: first, the deliberate neglect of further contingencies along the counterfactual path to the alternative in question; second, some guiding “schema” (causal or inferential) underpinning the unfolding of that path. I will argue that those conditions are not met in proper historical narratives, precisely because those narratives have to incorporate contingent factors. Rather, those conditions can only be met in “quasi-historical” accounts, such as those provided by rational reconstructions of the emergence and acceptance of past scientific theories.'

