Gold for the UB team at the 2024 Markstrat European competition, hosted by the UB Faculty of Sociology and Social Work

Between January 29th – February 2nd 2024, the University of Bucharest organized, for the second time, through the Faculty of Administration and Business and the Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures, the international competition Markstrat, part of the DUKENET European Consortium. 
Once again, the team of the University of Bucharest achieved remarkable results at the competition to which 64 professors, mentors and students in Poland, Spain, Italy, Germany, Bulgaria and Romania participated. 
The delegation of the University of Bucharest has registered a great result within the European competition hosted in 2024 at the Faculty of Sociology and Social Work. Our team was lead by professor Magdalena Iordache-Platis, PhD, vice-rector for Students, Quality management, Sustainability and Social responsibility, professor Răzvan Papuc, PhD, dean of the Faculty of Administration and Business, by associate professor Daria Protopopescu, PhD, teaching staff at the Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures, professor Diana Ioniță, PhD, coordinator of the Applied Modern Languages section at the same faculty, and lecturers Ștefan-Alexandru Catană and Cătălin Grădinaru, who teach at the Faculty of Administration and Business, next to students of the two faculties.
The team obtained two gold medals (Spînu Ligia and Radu Gabriel Velcea), three silver medals (Antonio Alexandru Frățilă Borcan, Mihai Andi Bobe, Miruna Gabriela Tudose), eight bronze medals (Paraschiv Andreea Cristina, Albița Alexandru Ioan, Mihalache Bianca, Cucu Cosmin, Ilie Luiza-Elena, Demerdjiev Krste, Mujoiu Alexandru, Zamfir Damian), plus 6 gold medals obtained by UB professors. 
At the previous editions of the competition, the University of Bucharest, represented by students from the Faculties of Administration and Business and Foreign Languages and Literatures has repeatedly taken a place on the podium of the Markstrat competition. Last year, in 2023, during the competition organized in Kassel, Germany, the 7 students from UB obtained a gold medal (Tiriplica Cristian Ionuț), a silver medal (Tîrchilă Miruna), 5 bronze medals (Marcu Amalia-Alexandra, Marinescu Andreea, Manea Andra Diana, Stancu Maria-Luiza, Castellano Luca Anton), and four gold medals obtained by coordinating professors from the University of Bucharest. More information about the 2023 edition of the Markstrat competition is available here. 

The mentors of the UB team, all previous winners of the competition
What was also impressive was the team of mentors from Romania, Poland, Germany. Their devotion and professionalism added to the true success of the competition, and the gold medals confirmed this:  Amalia-Alexandra Marcu, Maria-Luiza Stancu, Wanda Majchrzak, Mirna Nabil Elmalah, Błażej Bloch, Codruț Cristea, Adina Maria Ghiță, Dragoș-Silviu Bojian, Andreea Irina Marinescu, Johan Klee, Bianca Ioana Mihalache. 
All 5 mentors of the UB teams, formed by 16 students of the Faculty of Administration and Business and the Faculty of Foreign Languages are previous winners of the competition.
Markstrat: a team game in which strategy blends with vision
Markstrat Simulation Game means working in international teams, making decisions based on well-studied handbook, elaborating two reports which highlight the vision, mission and strategy of the teams, English competencies, all these culminating with the presentation of the project, evaluated by an international jury of professors from the 6 participating universities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The medals won represent added value to the hiring portfolio of the students who took part in the competition.
Not lastly, in order to take a place on the podium, the participating teams had to demonstrate competencies regarding team work, speed and spontaneity in making decisions or finding solutions, working under stress, self-evaluation competences and critical situations reactions.
It is a process in which, as a participating student, you don’t just learn, but, above all, you mature in order to be able to later face any challenges life may bring. 
The University of Bucharest is affiliated, since 2008, to the DUKENET European Consortium, next to Spain, Italy, Germany, Poland, Bulgaria, Slovakia, Hungary, Finland, and Holland.
